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SUBJECT: JAN 1 AP STORIES— ANGOLA 

1 . (BOSTON) - THE "CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR" TODAY 
REPORTED ABOUT 150 AMERICANS TOOK CIA-SPONSORED REFRESHER 
MILITARY TRAINING AT FT. BENNING, GEORGIA, LAST WEEK TO 
PREPARE TO JOIN SOME 300 AMERICANS ALREADY FIGHTING IN 
ANGOLA. 

2. IN A DISPATCH FROM NEW YORK, STAFF CORRESPONDENT DAVID 
ANABLE SAID THE FT. BENNING GROUP WAS PART OF A LARGER BODY 
OF ABOUT 300 WHO WERE "READY TO GO AS SOON AS THE CIA CAN 
OBTAIN FURTHER FUNDS." 

3. THE REPORT ATTRIBUTED THE INFORMATION TO "CONTACTS WITH 
SENIOR MERCENARY OFFICERS FAMILIAR WITH THE SITUATION BOTH 
IN ANGOLA AND THE UNITED STATES." THOSE SOURCES WERE 
DESCRIBED AS "CLOSE TO THE US CENTRAL IN GELLIGEN CE AGENCY." 

4. THE 300 MEN REPORTEDLY INCLUDE 15 SOUTH VIETNAMESE. 

THE AMERICAN MEMBERS WERE SAID TO BE ON INDEFINITE LEAVE 
FROM ARMY SPECIAL FORCES UNITS IN THIS COUNTRY OR IN THE 
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5. THE REPORT SAID A CIA SPOKESMAN DECLINED TO DISCUSS 

THE MATTER. AND STATE DEPARTMENT SPOKESMAN IOHN TRATTNER 
SAID HE HAD NO INFORMATION TO SUPPORT REPORTS OF AMERICANS 
FIGHTING IN ANGOLA. 

6. (WASHINGTON) - THE WHITE HOUSE AND THE CIA TODAY 
DENIED A CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR REPORT THAT ABOUT 150 
AMERICANS TOOK CIA-SPONSORED REFRESHER MILITARY TRAINING 
PREPARATORY TO GOING TO FIGHT IN ANGOLA. 

7. WHITE HOUSE DEPUTY NEWS SECRETARY JOHN CARLSON SAID: 

"THE STORY IS WITHOUT FOUNDATION." THE CIA SPOKESMAN SAID 
"THE TOTAL STORY IS NONSENSE." 

8. SPOKESMEN FOR THE STATE AND DEFENSE DEPARTMENTS SAID 
THEY "HAVE NOTHING ON IT." 

9. THE NEWSPAPER REPORTED THE AMERICANS TOOK THE 
REFRESHER COURSE AT FORT BENNING, GEORGIA, PREPARING TO 

JOIN ABOUT 300 AMERICANS ALREADY FIGHTING IN ANGOLA. ROBINSON 
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